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The Mpumalanga Department of Education takes this time to extend its profound congratulations to Ms Thandi Dialen Morupane who obtained second position in the category Excellence in Primary School Leadership  at the National Teaching Awards last night which were  at the Presidential Guest House in Pretoria.

This award was bestowed to her by the President Kgalima Montlate as part of government endeavour to acknowledge outstanding contributions of teachers.

It focus public attention on the positive aspects of education, thereby raising the public image of the teaching profession

· Recognize and promote excellence in teaching performance

· Honour dedicated, creative and effective teachers and schools

· Encourage best practice in schools

· Afford South Africans the opportunity to publicly say 'Thank you' to outstanding teams or individual teachers in schools

· Reinforce the opinion that successful teaching requires a collective effort from communities, teachers and learners. 

The National Teaching Awards has eight categories, which are as follows:

· Excellence in Primary School Teaching

·  Excellence in Secondary School Teaching

·  Excellence in Primary School Leadership

·  Excellence in Secondary School Leadership

· Excellence in Early Childhood Development (ECD)

·  Excellence in Inclusive Education and Special Needs Teaching

· Excellence in Adult Basic Education and 

· Lifetime Achievement Award

Ms Morupane was amongst six educators who represented the province having obtained position one at the Provincial awards function that took place on the 18 August 2008 at Hazyview.
Ms Morupane Thandi Dialen has managed to display private/public partnership par excellence. This partnership extends from academic matters to extra curricular. Ms Moropane , a principal at Clau- Clau Primary School in the Ehlanzeni Region has a compassionate heart for the orphaned, poor and down trodden.

In her quest to improve the lives of her learners and community she managed to get donations from Mrs Tycha for 278 poor and orphaned learners who could not afford school uniform. The donation provided each learner with a track suit, a school shirt, a pair of socks, shoes and underwear. On the war against hunger front, she pleaded with private companies for food parcels and some groceries for orphaned learners to take home. 

The friendship and partnership she had with Ms Ethnie Cameroon of Going Africa Tours has yielded positive results. This partnership has led to tourist showing willingness to offer assistance in a number of ways. 

She solicited $50 000 from BETA KLM airline as funds for the construction of an orphanage centre - to cater for orphans within the surrounding communities.  There is also a reading and eating bay under construction as learners have no eating place and that places them under strain during break as they have to squat, eat and get back to class for lessons.

“Education is not about one person. It’s important to assist others when one has the power to do so. Such assistance will afford us the reality of attaining the vision of the country of a better life for all’. she said.

Ms Morupane can be contacted at 0722379037
Once more the Department extends its congratulations to this daughter of the soil.

 “Indeed she has made us proud” said the Acting Head of Department “: Ms Lucy Moyane.
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